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WANGARABELLE STATION CEMETERYWANGARABELLE STATION CEMETERYWANGARABELLE STATION CEMETERY   

The farming/grazing property known as “Wangarabelle Station” is situated in forested country on the Genoa 

River about 50 km. upstream from the Mallacoota Inlet. It was taken up by „squatter‟ Captain John 

Stevenson in 1839. He was born in Scotland 1791, and after a career as captain of a whaling ship “The 

Horn”, came initially to Hobart with his second wife and then to Twofold Bay where he worked with the 

Imlay Bros. in their whaling business. His wife died in 1838, six days after the birth of their second child. In 

1841, he moved to Mallacoota to try his hand at farming, then moved to Wanagrabelle in c.1843. Agnes 

Fairweather (who later became his wife) accompanied him with his and her children. In c.1855, they left 
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Wangarabelle and moved to Bondi Station which Capt. Stevenson had purchased from the Ben Boyd 

liquidation sale. It is at Bondi that Capt. Stevenson and Agnes married. Both  died at  Bondi and are buried 

there. The cemetery at Wangarabelle Station does however hold the remains of other Stevenson and 

Fairweather family members. In all, there are 10 marked graves. Another three are confirmed and two more 

are highly likely as unmarked graves, and possibly others. The last known burial was in 1954. These days, 

Wangarabelle Station is managed by Matt Rijs who very kindly showed members of the Orbost & District 

Historical Society to the cemetery and also to the old school site in June 2017. 

 

In 2000, restoration and repair of this old graveyard was undertaken by volunteers from the Genoa Town and 

Hall Committee in preparation for the BACK TO GENOA gathering which included a trip to Wangrabelle.  
           -  

TRANSCRIPTION OF HEADSTONES, 1988 
 

Edith MURRAY, my wife & our mother, 

died 16 May 1940, aged 72 years; 

 also Henry V. MURRAY, died 14 Feb 

1954, aged 89 years, mother & father re-

united. 

Peter Herbert MURRAY, died 3 Aug 1929, 

aged 36 years. Erected by his father & 

mother, brothers & sisters.  

Isabella STEVENSON, our mother, died 8 

Aug 1931, aged 93 years  
William STEVENSON, died 20 Oct 1898, 

aged 62 years. Erected by his wife & 

children.  
Elizabeth STEVENSON, died --,--,--. The 

inscription was almost illegible and the 

headstone was lying on the ground.  
John WILCOX, native of England, died at 

Wangarabell Station, Victoria, 6 Aug 

1873, aged 61 years.  
Jane MITCHELL, died 5 July 1907, aged 

85 years. This was a cast-iron headstone 

and the inscription was very faint.  
Charles TASKER, died 24 June 1925, aged 

68 years. 
Charlotte TASKER, our mother, died 20 

June 1948, aged 78 years.  

 
Source: Book 2 - Monumental Inscriptions, Known 

Graves and War Memorials in the Bega Valley. Pambula 

Genealogy Society Inc. 

ABOVE:  Headstone for Edith MURRAY (died 
16.5.1940 aged 72 years) and her husband 
Henry Valentine MURRAY (died 14.2.1954 
aged 89 years) 

 
Edith was born Edith Stevenson at Bombala on 
17th October 1868, the fifth daughter of William 
Stevenson (son of Captain John Stevenson) and 

Isabella Weatherhead. She married Henry 
Valentine Murray in 1892, and had six children – 

Peter Herbert, William George, Isabel Natalie/
Margaret, Henry Roy, Dora Edith and Amy Emily 
Beatrice. Isabel and Henry were among the first 
pupils at Wangarabelle State School, and later, 
Dora and Amy attended. They lived at the north 
end of Wangarabelle known as Wroxham. Henry 

(as far as can be determined) was the son of Peter 
Murray and Anne Casey.  

 
Their eldest son, Peter Herbert MURRAY (died 

3.8.1929 aged 36 years) predeceased his 
parents. His grave is next to his parents in 

the Wangarabelle Cemetery. 
Photos of headstones used in this Newsletter are 

by Barry Miller.  
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ABOVE AND RIGHT: Isabella STEVENSON 

and her husband William STEVENSON. 
 
Isabella was born Isabella Weatherhead, on 23rd 

August 1838, near Bega, to Alexander 
Weatherhead and his wife, Margaret (nee 
Bickerton). Isabella married William Stevenson on 
25th September 1860. They went on to have ten 
daughters and one son – their second last child!! 

 
William was born during Capt. Stevenson’s short 
stay at Hobart in 1836. His mother was Agnes 
Fairweather who later brought up Capt. 
Stevenson’s children by his second marriage, (Amelia, his ten year old daughter by his first marriage, 
had stayed in Scotland, coming out five years later), and from 1847, the orphaned children of Creighton 

and Jessie Fairweather. Agnes went on to have four more boys with John Stevenson, so William had 

plenty of company growing up at Twofold Bay, Mallacoota and then Wangarabelle. When he died in 
1898 his youngest child, Rachel, was only sixteen. 
 

As can be seen here, the history of large families during the 1800s was often 
complicated by deaths of parents and children. Orphaned children were taken in by 
relatives. 

 

Elizabeth STEVENSON. William and Isabella’s third child, died at Wangarabelle, on 30th May 1874, 

three months before her tenth birthday. In December that year, Isabella gave birth to another daughter 
and named her in memory of Elizabeth. The inscription on her headstone has become illegible.  
 

John WILCOX No more information has been found to date. Can 

anyone help?? 
 

Jane MITCHELL. Jane Mitchell was born Jane McCloy on the 7th 

March 1827 in Ireland. Her son-in-law, Stanley Chamberlin, “Kiora”, 
Wangarabelle, was the informant for the registration of her death and 
it is likely that Jane, a widow, was living with her daughter Emily Alice 
and son-in-law at Wangarabelle when she died.  
Note that her headstone gave her age as 85, her death certificate says 

82 and in fact, by the definitive birth date given by the Mitchell family 

historian, she was actually 80.  
 
 This iron headstone marks the grave of Jane Mitchell. 
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Charles and Charlotte TASKER. Charles was born in 

1857 in Leicestershire, England and married Charlotte 
Stevenson born 1870, a sister to Edith Murray. 
Their children were Arthur William born 16.9.1901, Zillah 
Irene, 28.2.1902, Ida Meryl 26.7.1905, Emoline Elva 
26.4.1908 and Charles Lester, 15.12.1909, all of whom 
attended Wangarabelle State School - Charles would have 
been only 15½ years old when his father died. 

UNMARKED GRAVES 
A list of over 20 names of possible unmarked graves was compiled in 2000 by the Genoa 
Town Committee. Although some on this list have been found buried elsewhere, there are 

three who are definitely buried at Wangarabelle and another two who are probable. 
 
Albert William MILLER (Muller). A  report in the Snowy River Mail 31.10.1912 indicates the death 
and interment of Mr William Muller at Wangrabelle. No further details.  
 
James Allan FAIRWEATHER was known to be buried here, but no details were to hand at the time of 

the cemetery restoration in 2000. His death registration shows that he died aged 72 years  

“from injuries received through a tree falling on him at Wangarabell (sic) on 23.5.17 as finding of 
magisterial enquiries held by S. Chamberlin Esq. J. P. on 27.5.17”. He was buried at Wangarabelle. 
 
(There is a story that he was trying to collect honey from a wild bee hive when the tree fell on him). 
 
His parents were Creighton Fairweather, a whaler who came to Australia from Scotland possibly in 

1835, and his wife Jessie who came with Captain John Stevenson and his family. James Fairweather 
married Elizabeth Roberts and had a family of three. They lived at Towamba for a number of years, 
before returning to Wangarabelle. His son Harold was resident at Wangarabelle when he gave the 
details for his father’s death registration.  
 

William GILBERT. His death registration shows that he died on 26.4.1882 aged 55 years and was 
buried at Wangarabelle.  

 
There is some evidence of two young children being buried at Wangarabelle in the very 
early days of settlement. It is possible that their graves are elsewhere on the property.  
 
Jessie FAIRWEATHER. On the internet site, “Turnbull Clan Genealogy Collection” there is  a 
contribution from a Gr. Gr. Grandson of Captain Stevenson, which reads, in part, ”Three tragedies 
struck this little group of pioneers from Dundee during these years (1840’s). While disembarking from 

a ship, Jessie Fairweather slipped and was crushed or drowned (1847?). Jessie and her children had 
been living at Mallacoota with the Stevensons, as her husband was a sailor. Crichton (sic) was 
suffocated by fumes along with other sailors, in the hold of a ship near Jervis Bay (1847?). Their tiny 

daughter Jessie, was accidently shot when James Allan went to kill a beast for provisions. 
Her grave is in the little cemetery at Wangarabelle” (1842?).  
 

  

Sarah ALLAN. The burial of a small child in c.1843 by this name could be the first interment in this 
cemetery. Records show the birth registration of Sarah Allen in 1843 at Eden. She was the daughter of 
Amelia (nee Stevenson) and James Allan. No further evidence of Sarah has been found, so she could 
have died as a toddler.  

Burials on Wangarabelle Station occurred from the earliest days of settlement. Apart 
from family members, it seems also to have been used for workers on the property 

(possibly William Gilbert and Albert Muller) and other Wangrabelle residents (eg. Jane 
Mitchell). The last known burial was in 1954. The cemetery was restored in 2000 and is 

maintained by the property owners. This graveyard is typical of those on remote 
properties in many parts of Australia.  


